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SHEILA HICKS AT THE POMPIDOU
Louisa Blouin, Blouin Artinfo, 30 April 2018

Closing soon at the Pompidou Center is a retrospective exhibition of unusual 
works by American artist Sheila Hicks. The large-scale show highlights how Hicks’ 
works are “pulsing with form and color”. The exhibition runs in Paris until the end 
of April 2018.

“Since the late 1950s, Hicks has been producing work exceptionally difficult 
to categorize,” the museum writes. “Knotting, wrapping, folding, twisting and 
stacking wool, linen and cotton: these are only some of the techniques and 
materials that have seen her undermine conventional artistic categories and 
their hierarchical relationships. A pupil of Josef Albers at Yale, Sheila Hicks is 
the heir to both a Modernist spirit that holds the distinctions between fine art, 
decoration and design to be unimportant and a textile practice that has its roots 
in pre-Columbian America.”

“Textile Design Knoll Vidal Red,”1964 – 1965, by Sheila Hicks (1934, Hastings), © Georges Meguerditchian- 
Pompidou Center, MNAM-CCI / Dist. RMN-GP, © Adagp, Paris, Centre Georges Pompidou (Courtesy: Artist 
& Centre Georges Pompidou)
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Hicks has invested time and energy in researching the art of weaving and other 
traditional forms of fabric-making in many different countries to enrich her 
artwork. She makes objects in many shapes and sizes, ranging from very small 
weavings to bulky, many-tentacled yarn structures that seem as big as hay bales. 
Because they are made of wool and other elements of textile, they take on new 
forms depending on where they’re presented or hung.

“If Hicks chose textiles, it is because from clothes to furniture, interior 
decoration and on to the canvas that undergirds the high art of painting, these 
are materials that life constantly puts in our way, in a vast variety of contexts,” 
the Pompidou says. “It also allows works to remain alive, taking different forms 
each time they are shown. Ductile and tactile, Hicks’s work occupies a singular 
place in the art of our time.”

The exhibition is on view through April 30, 2018, at Centre Georges Pompidou, 
Place Georges-Pompidou, 75004 Paris, France.


