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Flying the flag
for artin London &

With 128 events and collaborations between rivals, London
Gallery Weekend is bringing the city together. By Melanie Gerlis

ayfair's Cork Street is
bedecked with banners

experts, including the artists Lubaina
Himid and Flora Yukhnovich.

covered in clocks, butter- “You can see how the gallery geogra-
i ks, phy b d started,” says
all the work of Hritain's  the event's founder J n, also

Venice Bieninade artist John Akomdrah,
His floating project herakds the fourth
edition ol London Gallery Weekend
(May 31-June 2) for which 134 commer-
cial and contemporary art galleries
across the city extend their opening
I

co-founder of Edel Ananll. which
shows a striking installation by Jodie
Carey of 150 jesmanite sculptures,
moulded around flowers and soll,
Epstein notes a marked consolidation
Into central laulun. extending beyoed
Street — which has 10

Concelyed during the Covid lock-
downs, which put at fairs and their cor-
centrated crowds on hold, London Gal-

pmldpmnx spaces — 1o Bloomebury
and Fitzrovia (where Epstein’s gallery is
Tocated). I the past pandemsic, wark-
from-h “there

Jery ¥ 5
afixture in the art calendar. While Lon-
don already boasts a slew of fairs and
exhibitions, by making an event of gal-
Jerists” day-to-day business, the week-
end sparks the maginations of the city's
most creative traders — and brings ln
the crowds.

“London Gallery Weekend is dis-
tinctly different from our peer events
[wuch as the Frieze fairs] in that it'’s
about driving people Into the gallery’s
own spaces,” says co-director Sarah
Rustin, also 2 senlor director at Thadd-
s l(uwc pllrry

have

There's a prevalence of
photography, including
ashowing of early
black-and-white works
by Nan Goldin

definitely been deals on commercial
property and business rate relied.” he

says. This has resulted in some invit-
iragly non-traditional gallery buildings

This ye: galleries
stretch llum Ihrlnden High Street in
northwest London to Xxijra Hil and
Studin/Chapple in south-east Deptford.
Emerging spaces such as Palmer
and Hot Wheels, among the partici-
pants that opened in the past year, mix
with the likes of London long-timers
Sadie Coles and Maureen Paley as well
as global outfits Gagosian and David
2Zwirner, The map can look daunting —
London Gallery Weekend is by far the
biggest such event -

production agency office in Blootsbury
where It will show paintings by the
Seoul-based Jin Han Lee.

London Gallery Weekend's website
lists 128 events at time of writing, some
starting earlier In the weelk. These range
frowm the wsisal 6pm-Spm openings to
Tall-blown parties. Borosgh gallery Cop-

of rhisits 10¢h h
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Clockwise, from above: Robert
Rauschenbery’s ‘Caryatid Cavalcade
1/ROCT CHILE' (1985) at Thaddacus

gathering” on Jume 1, for which visitors
are encouraged to “express your own
ophnbons” on its concurrent shows of

banners project, “The Secret Life of
le Things Han

many. The 10-m
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major 1991 exhibition at the National
Gallery of Art, Washingtoe,

it certainly fsn't all oll paintings, a
refloction of taste moving beyond this
most traditional of media. There’s a
prevalence of phaoy.pay. including

Gagosian
din’s carly blnk and uint\'oth inits
Burlington Arcade space, an extension
of fts takeover of the former Welsh
Chapel on Charing Cross Road. Else-
where, Maureen Paley shows Hannah
Starkey, T) Boulting has Adam Rouhana
and Soft Opening shows Dean
Sameshima. Ceramics feature at Kate
MacGarry (Renoe $0) and tapestries at
Lisson Gallery (Otoboeg Nkanga).
Galleries are pushing the boat out,
Sadle Coles says,

gallertes “is part of the expertence of see-
ing the show,” says Tim Dixon, depaty
director 3t Matt's. A purpose-built tun-

brings In collectors and curators, “It
started out as a nice collegial idea
lhmuxll a WhatsApp ;mup during

s echoed through a raflway tunncl on
thewalkbetweenthespaces b s
Sadie Coles taks

e very ambitious. Reople come ot

and see the shows that weekend,” -ht

says.
London, she motes, with travel and

--w Jevelon M-d) wmo. anambiv
Secondary,

support lor curators

Angeles, as well as at the Fondation
Cartier in Paris. Coles also bosts Mar-
Fate’s 2432 In her residency space.
Historic highlights include a standout
show of the collection of the critic and
curator Guy Brett, who died in 2021,
mostly cutting-edge, 20th-century
Latin American works, at Allson
Jacques. At Thaddacus Ropac is Robert
Rauschenberg's ROCI project, an explo.

tron the UK, in part-
m!hlp with the Art Fund, as well as
barsaries for appeoximately five cura-

tors from

anptnshe that the event
s not Just for art world cognoscentl,
“There’s potentially a mach larger pub-
li for an.” Epstein says. And while the
sbows are commercial endeavoars, vis-
Itiang s free, unlike at art fajrs and most
Institutional exhibitioas. There’s evena

y
“This year fields more

2~10pm tll late” party on june 1 while
Harlesden High Stret offers iy borg

organisers have also pulled together
route suggestions from art world

" on June
z. Possibly less fun, but still engaging, is
Hauser & Wirth's 50-minute “informal
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Lee's ‘Coming ta You' (2024), at
Union Pacific. Right: Rauschenbery’s
*Magnetic Script/ROCI TIBET
(1985) - v

Woek-
end and UP Projects, by the Italian artist
Adehaide Cioi (two perfarmances on
May 31) a0d Turkey's Nil Yalter (Jume2).
Each also has a coinciding show at their
respective gallertes, The Approach and
Ab-Anbar. Other performances come
through the participants themselves,
including one by Berlin artist Anna-Lena
Krause, whose work questicns “the
bonds connecting people In the modern
workd” (Guts Gallery, Jume 2).

Other gallcrics are using the oppartu-
nity to get collaborative. In south Loa-
don, Matt’s Gallery and The Sunday
TPainter have joined forces for the first
time for a two-venue showing of new
work by London artist Harminder
Judige, based on a Native American cere-

bl year; as well as bis

that gets its flest gallery

remans, David Zwirner Ml: show of
editions sold to ralse funds for London’s.
Gaswarks, which provides studio spaces
for London-based artists,

The range bs a reminder of the city’s
creative chout, despite Brexit's negative
Impact on the arts and a downbeat eco-
nomic eovironment. “We talk so much
about the market but look a the offer-
ing that London has in terms of belng a
hub for the next generation of artists,”
Rustin says. Coles summarises: “There
is a fecling of collaboration, which
bailds on itself and shows that when we
work together we will thrive. London
Gallery Weekend has proved ies woeth.”

Anniversary makeover is agame-changer

lateral thinking. The game's hook is a

the paisiterty sppreach in gaming to pew

GANING series of powers that allow you to  beights, and David Hellman's “liv-
= il g style looks more rich
Braid: v s th The most substan-
Windows, PS4 and 5, Nnsend Switch, Xbox today's standards, but they provide  tial additian, though, is 35 hours of
Senes X5, 105 and Andrond via Netfix deeply satisfying curcka moments  developer commentary and interviews.
ceaes when you (inally find the solutson. Rather than being buried in a special
Bruid was admired foe hew it woveits  features menu, this commentary fs
Tom Eaber central concelt intoathemati-  Inserted In playable fashion into the
cally coberent aarrative, Rewindingime  gamse itself, Same of it even needs 1o be

Whes 2008, brakd  Is how you solw les, but alsoa lens  unlocked by further puzzles.
promised that the gaming medium  through which to examine a relation- It takes a full multimedia approach: at

could do things differently. The puzzle

ship. Your character, Tim, ison a quest to.

wvariots points, the creator dranws on the

platioemer was hailed as 2 masterpiece,  rescue a princess, and you pass books  background o highligh deails or you

Tauded for its aesthetic see various iterations of the visuals ar

and intellectual ambition at 3 time  mination and regret. Blow cites mﬂu eventestalternate versions of aevel. ar

when the wider culture still associated  ences such 2 author dow explains how be might b

aming with etber childish distraction  (Bmmaber David Lyoch, but the .n.ms  puzale difecedly oy before a pot»
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hits home. You finally locate the prin-

g in a vew paradigm of development:  cess and rush to rescue ber, but then
Instead oflarge teams producingexpen-  time begins to rewind and you realise
sive games and physical  that shy you, not to yoe.

Perhaps you have been the monster all

— even solo suteurs such as the game's
Kconochastic creator Jomathan Blow ~
could make a game, distribute it online
and rake in the profits, By proving that
indie titles could be both formally dar-

along, This smart, provocative twist
inspired interpretations ranging from a

gt show.
Iughow Blow's philsophical approach
10 design cascades down from the core
mechanics all the way to the sound
effects that chime when you collect a
reward, As a relssue package, it sets a
new standard in terms of thoughtful-
ness and generosity to fans, perhaps

on toxkc toa

grand metaphoe about the creation of

the atomic bomb. In many ways, It
i puzzle.

ingand 1 it gar-

nered

The Edition reworks the

o
mnon-studio films such as Easy Rider
and Sex, Lies, and Videotape. If any ome
game was the harbinger of the golder:
era of Indie games that we're now in, it
was Braid.

Now It has boen given a lavish Anmiver-
sary Kdition makeover for mew hard-
ware, which goes well beynod the wsual
graphical glow-up, including bours of
developer commentary which is clev-
erly stitched into the very fabric of the
game. 1t brings well-deserved attention
back to one of modern gaming's era-
defining classics.

The bulk of this package is the original
game with 2 new lick of paine. tf you're
playing for the first time, you'll notice
the game's similarity to Mario: there is
Jumping 1o do, platforms to navigate
and  princess to rescue. But you will
also yoon realise that Bruid Is less about
precision jumplag and mere about

original garme’s viswals and soundtrack,
both of which still impress. Bruid took

y
active documentary format,

Just as Braid originally stretched ideas
of what indle games could be, so this
special edition reimagines how we
might preserve and present seminal
games for future generations.

“Beaid:
Anniversary
Edition’ brings
attention
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