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DAVID HOCKHEY

David Hocknev's passion for life (and smoking) is undimmed.
He's even emhﬁclng a new role, as curator of an exhibition
of work by lhe photographer Robert Mapplethorpe
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& somaetiing thkhs veom, thin you nead it again and vou rememiber
i, don't you Bl i he retrests Baribeer into (b dedfness which
nans in his faredy and fiest $fMicted him many yean apo. poetry had
bewn abandoned along wilh music - one of Bis other great loves,

*I have difficulty with a ot of poetry now because [ donl
ket encugh about pop nbasic, and | sometinses think there are &
It af refieremcns I'm ot getting becanse ['m assuming that the folls
writing it &re yousger than me.. and so_ 1'm too dead really to lis-
ten b musie or the radio of teleision” he sma. “And what people
pever understand aboul people who are going deall is that & it
the silence that’s the probbem, its that it a very confused sound. Its
such bard work that vou ghve up when you'ne ot and ihindk. 0K,
I'm goingg homne now’ 1'm abweys (B (st b0 beae, |'ve pod 1o & point
in life where | need to scept i e wnsocial becaue veu have 1o be.
Art openings. for eetance, are the worst for me. | wen't go. And
it will always be that way becwuse there's nothing vou can do
abgd it actually”

This i deliverid in a tone more of sorrow(isl nesignation than
amper, which s prstrved for anolber sabject - and so, prefty soon,
we're hack o micoting. One of the reasond why many of my ques-
tions, however weemingly unconsected, lead Hoclmey 1o Lse same
respande is that smolking - the lack of debaie, the increasing restric-
tions — has beoome a metaphor for him of w0 maey Exadenm-day ills
There was a time when he used 1o il sgainst T wp-tipbinsas and
fieralim of England But now, for somseone wid chose 1o
Fve iy the Sanshine State becavne of ik wide, open spaces and the
attibades that landscape reflected. he must find hiseelf femond in
by the bossy health police. and the Searful vigilance mgairad
the onslsughl of ape.

Politics and the media, in garticular. but really any subject
= melighous intolersnce, the censorship of hiz eary art or

~ are ol informed by his views on smoking, and his

sense of being besbeped Privage Eye b “still tervific, actually™ bul he

Eulﬂhmﬁmh&wu “Meaning theyre

E fuck very critical of certaim things af all Smoking, for inatenee, they
all assimse it Bad for youw Al of them. Well, [ dont™

And ggain, "I 1l vou what newspapers are no good at. For
instarsse, Rake snsoking " and 10 on He can be quite fanny on the
subjiect, | was amised by {and sympathetic bo) an account of ks
totnl oatrage wihen &5 & pocsi-of-honour 3t some
Mallywood party be wirs sk b beave the dinner table and smoke
outside. Mow, be i, if he's invited somewtsers he'll just light up
regardiess: "1 snsme I they're invitieg me, they e not goling bo give
me lectures the moment 1 get in their Beosuse, 15 tha rtmm
asiyme thal™

He bayvs bin cigareties in Baden-Baden, the bealth resort ke

a Mmtmmmhluﬂddhpﬂuﬂmmlﬂ
and [l up ey ear with them. You can sl buy sbtrays from Baden-

Baden which | ik hack to California”™ he wns, as | clap my hands

ghee "1 know, people pet Ireaked oot Bt ihat s my idea of a
E mlwwwhhmmmmnmm-:h
5 T:HHNMmmMH!mw

"

E Moving on from cigarettes, | stbempt, be% look ab
Mapplethorpes pholographs_. was it culrageoss that kis work had
& been banned? Bt Hockney is having none of i: *Look, this Is the
3 real problem. About three vears ago, The New York Times ram an
gmm:tmmmumuuﬂlhqm
mwm:mmm:.xmﬂmuwm—mm
E up on my shadio wall,.* He was shocked and appalled that
= m»mwhﬂmmmmumﬂy
ehe o whom he showed it seemed bo interpred it the asme way.
i “Ba | thought, “If 'm the only ome doing this, what does it matter?

DAVID

I won't bother saving smythisg any mone | withdme it Now
you're bryimg to pull me out” and he laughs bis hesd off in an

1am the concrete; taking odd tangents o quETiong.,
He cas sormetimes come scross s rather older than by 67 years: bis
habat of banging om sbat the same subject; the hint of querolsos-
nesg the slightly ponderous verbal manmerism he bas of makieg o

sintement and tien feeling the need to explain it “Meaning .~ The
deafness wonld probabdy contribufe bo ikal aera of diminishment
kel at no time dho | et the sence thal he casuol bear whal | am say-
ing. And when something excibes him, in & positive way, his face
open up wonderfally, radiant with glst = s for a moment he looks
as schoolboyish as he wsed to do im the old plctos in the Sictie.

1 had read about his love of wibrnt colous = something vou
wionhl et Freem his work, in any case - the: pop-asty bl snd ganks,
reds and vellows of hit dack and home, with the famous “Bsgger
Splash”™ meimming pool, i Hollywood Hills. There was a period

‘| BUY ASHTRAYS FROM
BADEN-BADEN TO TAKE
BACK TO LA. THAT'S MY
IDEA OF A HEALTH SPA’

wisery he adapled the same wild colour scheme 1o his hearing alds
Tt s, w0 mare, Today sech fambovance is retriched to a Mah of
viclent cerite in a handkerchiel drooping frefn & houndi-iooth
Jjacke!, Everything else, from his immeacslste chacolate-beiwn soede
loafers 1o bis pabe-mwshroom ceakbmere 3o, books pestraimed asd
expensive: very Bond Street indesd. which s jost roussd the sorner
from the gallery in which we meet

Dwespite his Jig-jiging, smoking and 3 habit of Boking the cor-
nier of his mouth, it is Father soothing being arcand him. This may
hawve sorsething io do wilh the sense that | have of him being a good
person. In Hockeeys lanpe cottings file. there are mameros
imstances of him putting himsetl ot Tor atker people for no person-
al gain: semding his fax-ari pheces b0 8 schoolginl who wrote ba him
asking adivice for a project; sgrecing o exkaat his shiws ol a gallery
in thee Morth owned by an old boy from b school.

Hockmey is also endearingly unswept g with the sense of his
own imsporlance which, having just read Patricls Morrisroe
sochiimed Mapplethorpe biography, could bardly he more differem
Trom the man whose shene be s curating. | was strack by the woeds.
of the young Patti Smith, Mappletherpe’s pivchic twin, when she
wrobe 1 am an Amnitican aist; | have no ol

In Morrisroes book, the smiiment certainly ablaches
itsedl bo Mapplethorpe who comes St 55 8 singalasly unpleasant
person: anti-semitic, moist, self-obaesued, sedpalatie,
arrogant and a social climber par excellenee, Humuﬂu_nu
extended o coprophilia and the most exdreme fesms of
il masgachiem: bis methods of recruiting models included picking
ujp il men in the Bowery and offering sem drugs, sex and
money in exchange for performing acts which even they, desperate
as they most have bess, found undpeakable Bui from ihe
many friends snd sdeirers who feature in the Mapplethorpe
biography, be docsn't sppese ba heve sallered a ficker of remorse or
even sell-reflecton.

I ask Hockney whether b belleves that srtists e governed
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by different rules from other people. Does he think they are above
ey o of morad code? “MNo. | wouldn® take that line™ he says
“Eome poople might, but | wouldn®™ Why'? *1 might have thought
wa al G lesse bl Pen neod suire | wrild e, 1m il susre thal arlists
A Ul speecial. M i | hige @ vy w [i¢ i an artst. 1 edmil
Ik, Bul slthough people My ol 550 i Beadnt b very high &
hieaning febevigon is art It just a low-level art

| wonder whelher he still refained the strong sere of right
and weong he inberited from his parentss Bis fher. Kenmeth
wal 4 cosndienleis eljector dnd, inleteingly, 48 earh
vignions anli-smoking campalgnes, " Teah, ity $iill with me,” his §on
aave "IF vou re liviess in o place vou've 2of to be tolerant. hlesning

Mok raeg'n Biappletharps I=age
dlothwiis from top befs: Patel
Sk, TATE: Twsd Tialljd, PBA;
Ty P, 1907 Ridkaeg Gare, 1902
Beight: Misrisras Faibhtull, 197

o of my argumsents abool e ki Ehing 5 Ehad (s apresding
intolerance. Bat ir?

h po A moving on swafily, | sagc oo vou share any of the
isoiirulo |l Soene aomimeenlalon hive now abaoul the wiy Mapple-
e ustd b modch? The photographers portraits of Dowers
miiEterd and Beaatiful — e & Fafods B8 N graphic sexiisl imapes
“Nappiethorpe treated his fwers. hhich he spparently kbathed] no
differently 1kan the men who modellad for him” Momrbeoe wmle

B toased theem in b garbape bin before they wilied amd ded

“They 're sanicg “used, voui e Thal word “ised” B a bit
|aded. YWhat 3 bt i Frally ™ He ‘made” & pichane. | meas, [ would
grue=stlion: that weerd a Bnde hit,” Heskney aave




'MAPPLETHORPE WAS
STRANGE PERSON.
NEW QUITE A LOT

A
| K
ABOUT HIS TASTES...




€ fo use mach more condfrontational images than would normally be
acceplable in a newspaper. Bat now - although siill usdendably
arresting = lhey seem 1o me 1o be chally. alnsed clanical
Dot Hockmey nol thaak thal thene B somelheng dethched
about (keml A lsck of empathy with the subject? “He was "
Heckney laughs knowingly, "a sirange person. And [ didet knew
Bim that well Meaniegr | knew quiie a bt about his tastes_" This
e Mastrates, recalling the first time he visitied Mapplethorpe’s stu-
b 1o view the American’s leather sodptures. The friend accomga-
myimg Hockney hereed and whispered, 1 bet be'd like us on the
walls as well”™
The gay senc in Mew York al that time - post-Ssonewall
pre-Aids - was at ik beight of it bedoaific sxess. While hetero-
Mmmﬂmﬂh“ off Caesar’
Pakace ared Studic 54 @iy meh were ehddeding inls the dask hask
the Huidson River and the molorous S&M scene o1 ke Mineshadl,
Hmmm“mmmﬁumnﬂh

but the Mew York clubs appear (o have been a bit too hard-core for

'SEAT BELTS IN TAXIS.
IT'S BONDAGE, ISN'T IT?
THE MANUFACTURERS
MUST ALL BE INTO IT’

i =1 must sdenil @8 dide? Rruly indetest me 00 suck” he sage "l
meean, | wenl there once Bl 8% not my workd to be honest. My
Curiosiy was very casily satisfied, On the otkser hand, all phobogra-
ploers srust be a bt voyearistic - otherwise you could handly be a
photoprapher. You'ne making a record of thés viaml thing.

“Pain, in & certain way, i enjoyable. but | do turn away from
i a Btle bét M was an amsing sighl to e There are all types of
people out there and I'm amnsed by some of it 1'm just ponting out
it's pot b my taete. Bot we are all fradl and I'm well aware that sex
ks a certain violenwe. Bomdage, for instance. I'm qaite anware that
bondage can tamn people oo everywhere and ammwhere. Seal belts
im tids. Why do | wanl bo dtrap enaell o the cormer of & taxi
when 've never leand of people being injured in one. IT's bondape,
iny K7 | peat i€ down i thet, Well, | supposs the seat-belt manvafe-
burers are all iedo hondage™

His delvery b so deadpan, it doesnt seem quite right to
laugh. %& you dont find those sort of images sexy? | gesture
to some of Mapplethorpe’s more cutré photographs. “Mot particu-
larhy” While most of us would find it difficslt 1o see a photograph
of an erect penis without some sort of visceral response, that is.
we cannot dissmociate what is being photographed from its polen-
¥, Hiockney seems to we something quite different. Although since
e it been an oulspoken champion of pomography. [ doa’t qaite
buy hit oblivicusseis o the oomtent of a photograph. "It about
foren. you see” he Gnsists, "1n 8w, vou're (alking aboet costent but
1'en wiell sware that withost form thene isnt asy content. Thew're
cos and the same really, bul you can divide them a bil and e
glways going Mo see fonm = becowse | make phctores . And

DAVID HOLKMEY

no matier what be said, ot ke pholographs =
hie made themm™

1t i hard 1o pin Hesskenew Sown a8 10 Wiy be agroed 0o cursie
et shesw, otier tham that he knew Mapplethorpe, &5 welll as a lot of
b subjects be ook, and that the Amserican was fhe Lot of &
Ibreed of crafismen pholographers.

The photopraphers Hockney sirgles out for greatness are the
15th-rentury portraitist Madar - “the very, very best portrait pho-
tograpts [of Baudelaire, George Sand, Flasbert] ever made, where
Ithee exposures were @ miraile 1o two minstes - which means you're
able b0 scrulingse the subject - and mever been topped™
Cartier Bresson and Richard Avedon. And Mapplethompe?
“Certamly, Roberih.. well, it depends..”

Wi start kooking st somee of the B0 photograpins which will be
an show: Yoke Ono. & perilously perched Misianss Fathfall &
ﬂmwmmmwmamm
Leibowite, Richard Gere in 3 provocative pose whick
lwanch a thousand ramours. end Hockney himsell im a
ﬂd.rt.'pn'updmgnfuﬂhhlr of thee pociket, e and cardie.
nnmhmd:-{ﬁnd’;w

. “Well, taken M) years ago

“hnad what | thoughi waa that they'ne very beautiful | mean,
he wasn't a glossy pholographer. He was a careful cralk person, k-
ing pictures with cage = they're not snaps. In a wan, be was 2 kind of
classical photegraphes, probably ihe last one”

Theire is caly one isaage that | find disiurbing i the show: a

gaze of the ome eye shown is fied on o
some point in the fr-off ditence, the focus of the picture i & plug
on the wall When hlapplethorpe showed the portrail to
Mickendry’s widow, Maxdme de la Falake, she waa apparently
condition: 1 wai sbafténed by the pectane” she said “lohn wis
dying and Robert haud capbuned him in his tiey mom, in his litte
cormer of bell”

Heckney would progably have no such quales about the
appeoprislenss of depicting someone close 1o heir end. He draws
every day for solaoe and s 2 way of seeing the world more clearly
amd for him, one can undersiand that [ was natwral o draw his
maother, Laura, when she was dying and afterwands. “A drawing is
woiar acoount of seeing something ™ he tays. “And a photograph isn't
necessarily that ing: drawing can't be replaced by that. Theres
no msechasical thing that can replace "

Hi pasents come up when | a3k him whelber b ooald
ever Enagines hisnself as buving had the lemperament o be monog-
amonts "1 can't now Because D 67 and baves't boemn. On the other
hand, | could pever imagine my msother with any other man - cnly
my father - and the reverse. Bufl they were rather puritanical, in s
sense” And you're not? “Well, probably a bit®™ He osed o talic bo bis
mother every two days by telephone until she was about 96 and

R ﬂ BAALADNL



Duwid Hocknay with his partrait
«of hils frlends, Calln Birtwsl] snd
Clusis Clark, setithed bir snd kiey
Clark and Barey

hsn Tor the et three vears, unkil her death at 99, whenever she
i prepantd bo come o the phone

He's not an atheis: “Acthually, thie life & a total myshery.
Mysterious foroes are ol work. | might s that there might be
ancther life” Hochmey savs o8 bas most equivocal. “Meaning: this is
encagh of & myystery Lo me. Ves, @ & i | think about it ¥Yed Yes”

And what about the afteriife in terms of ones &t enduring.
Does he think  for Instamce, will endure? "Tve w0
idea. Hee prohably will As | 2y, he was quite a craffsman” And &
vou cane wihether you will endure? “Not partscularh” he says =1
Ersl adma thal | sssuse thal some of the wark might survive,
altburigh 'm also issaming (hat we'll probatdy blow ouriehves up al
s podrd, lehaally ™

I wonder whether his deafretss has prospied him to withdrnw
from the world im 8 more significast wwy then senply aoiding
parties. Oh, and ooncerts, plays, films, operes_ all the things bhe
i 1o -derrve such pléssure frome He didnl vole i the Last elecizon,
bt closesnt soem umdahy comoemed abow! Hosh's position on gy
righii, sxying. “['ve never been an activist. | would support them
trut 1 just defierad mysell and ey own way of [ving ™, and at the height
of the war in [raq, he spent his tiese paisting his ganden in
California. “Which [ thought was the real workd & far as [ was oon-
cerned” he says. “The infinite variely of nature & overwhelming
actually. i you look al it Bigger tham art in & way. When people
adkeil e what | was daing. | said, Tm dealing with the real worbd
Vit it think that ity my workd but my world s 25 neal as your
world, achaally™

Hir s Lo hiwer Belween 3 gloomy scceplance of the hoe-
rears ol life and o jovousness ai the glimpses of beauty. “[1% a mad
workd and 1've shwwys thought its 8 med workd" he says. “] remem-
bber bomnbing in Bradfoed in the sireet and | s Bave bhaen about
five years old. When my mother wald, “They're droppeng bomis oo
jpeople’, | thought, “What a terrible thing to do” Mow he sevs that he
dorinl expact the workd to be peaceful “because [ think we're rather
bierrille creatures”

Ooe off his most popular paintings & Mr and Mrs Clank and
Percy from 1900 It bs a wonderfully pleasing portrait of the fahion
designer couple, Cella Birtwell and ber hsband Ossie Olark

wacigrg dld

‘WHEN | VISIT CELIA AND
HER GRANDDAUGHTERS
ARE THERE, | FEEL
OPTIMISTIC'

{murdered v his lover, Diepo Cogolate, in 1996) and their cat -
both formad in its composition snd witerly of the ime in ils spin
Hociney and Bartwell became bon elose Sor Clarks comiiort. and the
two men were not s comlect weards the omd of the desipners
life. Birtwell and Hodimey, howsever, remain s fosd of each
other as ever

Wken | ask Hockney whether he would dewcribe himsell 5
oplEaic or pesimistic, be sivs “A bit of both. When | visit Celia
] whe Beas e el pranaddaughters there, | fesel optimistic because
chilldren are lovely and lively. and life for them i so inberesting
She’k thrilled and they'ne thirilleng. charmang, | phoned hes and &and
“Last night wan marvellous, B gave me optimism again’ Otherwise |
can wet very pessimistic, achaally”™

His main source of optimdsm & the pleasure he pets from
leoking 81 the workd: °| see thal 2= a bit of a privilege. to Be homest,
b il veryond can do that = and in that sense [ was bormn 1o
b praleped, allboigh back B 15 when | wias bom we wouldn
have thoughi that way. Feally.”

He has recently goes hack to ol painting. after a period of
doing watercolours, but drawing & his abiding bove “Deineing
makes you see Just recently | was in Yorkshdre and | took oul a
skirtchbook. opened il oot e a concertens, snd [ drew differest
masies along e hedperois. Dviving amd stopping.. all thew
diflerent grasses. Once you've drawn them, vou see them more. As
il dtve along (Bt hedperow i becomes Jearer and what seemed
ke disorder seems ordened MNow Uty & peniomal experience
that’s vivid fo me and [ sey that my pleasure then 1 looking is deep
and | admit that

“And the landscape of East Yorkshire most poophe wenld not
s and think mather plain, but once you star to ook, you begin to
e very, very besutifial forms. | drive dowly and posst things out i
oy [riends aned. veah, it exciting ™ Finally, drwwing himself up en
I slick io leave. Hockney' recalls ome of his mosd pleasisrable days
rocemily. Fo wad in Sicly. with a group of dose friends, whene he
was to b presenied with some pestigions geice. In the morning,
they wete bn the clotsters of the cathiadral in Monseale: “It was the
meedt beatifisl space Ud ever been in, | was almost moved to bears
there thinking of the people who mudie il and Gl [ could e spent
8 worl in thire without o bed.

“Then in the cvening. we were given a dinner in the palsce
that Viscomii used fo film The Leoperd. Each room was spectaculer
Erel e difenp fooes wid ansassg - 3 beautifful oval table for W0
prople everything white and green. And in the morming, we'd been
in the most heautiful space 1Bt gaee vos dem (houghts and o Lhe

we'd been in the best pavalcal mansfestation of the froth of
life. and we'd had them both i the same day = which is very rare
Ax 3 friend of mine waid, “You've hod & grace’ = and 1 thosghe tha
v fanbastic e we did,
"It am eepoyable life, achaally™ m

Robert Mapplethorpe curgted by Dovid Hockney is of the Aligon
Jorgues Gallery, Landan W1, freem heskay until March 12,

For further information, cofl G20-7287 F&S or wish

wawt, afisanpicguesgalisy. com
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